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Sema:th Declaration – Sept. 22 2017

“Sema:th Declares that we shall 
do all in our power to see that the 
governments of Canada, British 
Columbia, and the United States 
of America recognize in law and in 
practice, our aboriginal title and 
aboriginal rights.”



P r o m o t i n g  H e a l t h ,  W e l l - b e i n g  &  R e c l a i m i n g  o u r  X w e l m e x w W a y  o f  L i f e

S e m a : t h  L a n d s  &  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  G o v e r n a n c e  F r a m e w o r k

Exerc i s ing  Sema: th  R ights ,  Ti t l e  &  Ju r i sd i c t ion
Looking after all that belongs to 

Sema:th

C u l t u r a l  H e r i t a g e  M a p p i n g

Protec t ing  S 'ó lh  Téméxw
S’ólh Téméxwte ikwe’lo. Xólhmet te mekw’ stám ít kwelát –

This is our Land. We must take care of everything that 
belongs to us.

L a n d  U s e  P l a n n i n g  &  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  M a n a g e m e n t  

S e m a : t h  C o m m u n i t y  &  S t r a t e g i c  P l a n n i n g

Fisheries Forestry

Water

Sema:th Guardians

Government-to-GovernmentSelf-Governance

SSEA - CRSSema:th Declaration

Lands & Resources Governance Policy

C2C, MOU’s, etc.

LFFA

FSC & EO Fisheries

Aquaculture 

Water & Wastewater Infrastructure

Habitat Restoration
Woodlot

Carbon Credits
Collaborative Watershed Governance

SW & GW Protection
Environmental Flows

Flood Protection

Tree Management

An informed, transparent, consistent, and credible 
decision-making process for land development

Sustainable and Appropriate  
Economic Development Planning

Imp lement ing  Land Code Governance

Emergency Management

Law Development & Enforcement

Lands Inventory Database

Community, Social and Economic Development Wills & Estates Management

Lands Development and Compliance 
Monitoring

Leasing & Permitting

Historical Issues Research & Resolution

Lands Registration

S e m a : t h  L a n d s  G o v e r n a n c e  P l a n n i n g  F r a m e w o r k











The Draining of Semá:th Lake, ca. 1924













MOU: Fishing Sites, Bank Stabi l izat ions 
& Emergency Works 

$10 Million in funding announced by BC

Proposed Bank Protection Spurs -
Preliminary Design and Locations

Impacts to aboriginal rights:

Diking

Loss of access and use of riparian areas for 
cultural gathering and practicing fisheries

Decades of rip-rapping

Destruction of Fishing Sites – no 
accommodation provided to Sema:th to 
date.

MOU: Sema:th, FLNRORD, EMBC, 
Abbotsford, 

Bank stabilization and restoring Sema:th Fishing Sites



Moving forward:

• What kind of planning process & 
decision-making framework can 
we create & implement that 
respects ART, FPIC and the need to 
protect dikes?

MOU 

City of 
Abbotsford 
Engineering

Semá:th 
First Nation

FLNRO
Identify distinct & common values

Develop, implement and evaluate a collaborative decision-making model

Define a community-driven process for obtaining Semá:th 
FPIC for future bank stabilization works

Long-term Protection of Matsqui Dike & Semá:th Fishing Sites

Ensure the Honour of the Crown is being upheld in all authorizations



The Indigenous/Municipal
House of Governance

The Canadian Constitution Act, 1982

S. 91 Federal Powers
• Indians and Lands Reserved for Indians
• Navigation
• Military
• Sea Coast and Inland Fisheries

S. 92 Provincial Powers
• Property and Civil Rights
• Sale and Management of Public Land
• Exploration and development of non-

renewable natural resources

Municipalities 
& Regional 

Districts

Indian Act Bands 
& Indian Act 

Reserves

“Bedrock” Foundation of Indigenous Rights, Title & Jurisdiction
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SSEA, FCRSA

DFO

EMBC
Emergency Management &
Emergency Authorizations



Opportunities & Needs in Restoration:

Collaborative Resource Stewardship (CRS)
• Pilot initiatives across BC
• Book-ending SSEA consultation
• Pre-decision planning
• Post-decision monitoring & enforcement

• Guardians!

Responding/Adapting to Climate Change
• Restoring Indigenous Jurisdiction
• Water – EF’s
• Natural Asset Management
• Ecosystem Services Mapping

• Cultural ES

Re st o r i n g  a n  I n t a c t  I n d i ge n o u s  C u l t u ra l  L a n d s c a p e

Restoring Indigenous Jurisdiction
• FAFNLM, BCT, SGA
• UNDRIP & Rights Recognition?
• Restoring Indigenous Language
• TUOS




